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benefit. Tiers 1 and 3 retirees/payees 
who retired on or after April 2, 2019 
will receive a COLA increase of 2.0%. 
Tiers 2 and 4 retirees/payees will 
receive a COLA increase of 2.0%. 
COLA increases will be processed 
with the April 2021 monthly payroll. 

COLA’s for 2021 are as follows:
Retirement 
Dates

Tiers COLA 
Adjustment

On or before 
April 1, 2019 

1 and 3 3.0% 

On or after 
April 2, 2019 

1 and 3 2.0% 

On or before 
April 1, 2021 

2 and 4 2.0% 

With regards to Covid-19 
vaccinations, Retirees are 

encouraged to reach out and register 
with their local county health 
departments.

ACERA Performance Report

ACERA reported in their January 
2021 performance report that the 
fund had gained $3,250,214. The 
total fund returned .22%. The value 
of the fund at the end of January was 
$9,624,308,211.

Once again, we ask members 
to PLEASE CONSIDER 

VOLUNTEERING TO SERVE 
ON THE BOARD. If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact a 
Board member and/or attend the next 
meeting. We would like to thank Alicia 
Baptista who has agreed to run for the 
Board. We totally appreciate it. 

The Annual Membership meeting 
is currently scheduled for Monday 

March 8, 2021 at 9:30am. Please 
consider attending as we need a 
quorum at an Annual Meeting 
pursuant to our bylaws. As an incentive, 
the Board will award a $25 Safeway 
gift card to the first 20 attendees that 
sign in. Please feel free to contact 
REAC with any ideas on encouraging 
attendance and making this a “not to 
miss” event even though we won’t be 
able to gather with old friends and 
colleague. 

ACERA has mailed your 1099 for 
2020 and these are also available if 

login to your account online.

The CPI calculation results in a 
change of 2.00%. Tiers 1 and 

3 retirees/payees who retired on or 
before April 1, 2019 will receive 
a COLA increase of 3.0%, due to 
carry-over banked from prior years, 
a Supplemental COLA non-vested 

REAC Board 
Meetings

March 8,  2021
(Monday) 9:30 am

Zoom
ID 214-219-6949 
password REAC

April 12, 2021
(Monday) 9:30 am

Zoom
to be scheduled

http://reacsite.org
reacwebsite@gmail.com

ACERA Trustees 
Meetings

March 18, 2021
(Thursday) 2:00 pm
see ACERA.org for  

ID and password

April 15, 2021
(Thursday) 2:00 pm
see ACERA.org for  

ID and password

www.acera.org

President’s Message – by Marian Breitbart, Acting President

Karen Gerow
Larry Perea
Ann Tuttie

Welcome New  
Members
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Mike also discussed the Covid-19 
vaccination plans.  Currently, 
there are different parameters in 
different counties.  The demand 
is high and vaccines are limited.  
It was recommended to contact 
your health provider or the county 
you live in for information on the 
vaccine availability.
Mike stated that he would be at 
our annual meeting on March 8th, 
2021, to answer questions from 
REAC members.
For additional details regarding 
the ACERA report, please see the 
ACERA website.

Treasurer’s Report:  Suman 
presented the January 2021 
Treasurer’s Report.  Total Receipts 
were $10,302.80 and Total 
Disbursements were $8,058.02.  
There were two payments for 
clerical support in January, one for 
December services and one for 
January services.  Connie moved 
that the January 2021 Treasurer’s 
Report be approved as submitted.  
Rosalie seconded the motion and 
the motion was approved.   
Suman reported that he had 
requested that the interest from 
the 1st united CD accounts be 
transferred to the checking account.  
There was a discussion regarding 
the transfer of interest to the 
checking account or having it roll 
over into the CD account. The 
decision was to have the interest 
remain in the CD account.  Suman 
will follow up with this request.

Zoom Video Conferencing Board Meeting

Marian Breitbart, Acting President 
of the Board, called the meeting to 
order at 9:30 A.M.

Roll Call:   Marian Breitbart, 
Suman Sharma, Rosalie Masuda, 
Renaye Johnson, Mike Smart, 
Connie Land and Liz Koppenhaver 
were present.  Mike Fara ACERA 
staff representative, Charo Panesi-
Guerra, REAC Member and 
Administrative Assistant, Alicia 
Baptista and Joyce Richardson 
REAC members were also present.

Minutes:   Minutes of the January 
11, 2021 meeting were reviewed.  
There was one correction related 
to the CRCEA budget item.  
Marian motioned that the Minutes 
from the January 11, 2021 Board 
meeting be approved as amended.  
Renaye seconded the motion and 
the motion was approved.

Announcements & 
Communications:  There were 
no new announcements or 
Communications.

Reports

ACERA:  Mike Fara reported 
on the February 3, 2021 Retirees 
Committee Meeting.  There 
was one action item and one 
informational item.
The action item was the 
recommendation for the cost-
of-living increase and the 

supplemental increase.  The cost-
of-living increase was for a 2% 
increase on April 1, 2021 for Tier 2 
and Tier 4 retirees.  This included 
everyone, with the exception of tier 
1 and 3 retirees who retired before 
April 1, 2019 who would receive a 
3% increase as of April 1, 2021.  It 
was also recommended to continue 
the supplemental COLA to ensure 
85% of the original purchase 
power.  This is a non-vested 
benefit.  The informational item 
was a presentation by Kathy Foster, 
ACERA Assistant CEO.  Ms. 
Foster presented the 2021 work 
plan.  This will include reviews of 
the Monthly Medical Allowance 
in June and voted on in July, Vision 
and Dental Plans discussions to 
increase or not will occur in July 
and be voted on in August.
Mike also let us know that the 
Annual Health Care Meeting 
will be held on April 7, 2021.  He 
encouraged us to seek questions 
and concerns from retirees and 
forward them to the committee for 
answers.  Mike Smart agreed to 
attend this meeting.
Mike also let us know that the 
2020 1099s were mailed.  He 
reminded us that we could also get 
our 1099 from our ACERA online 
account. 
Mike reported that during open 
enrollment, there were 168 changes 
made by enrollees to group plans.  
Also, there were 30 changes in Via 
Benefits and individual plans.  

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors, Retired Employees of 
Alameda County, Monday, February 8, 2021
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CRCEA:  There was no 
information to report.

SACRS:  There was no new 
information to report.

Retirement Board:  Reported by 
Mike Fara.

Investment Committee:  The 
investment committee is scheduled 
to meet February 9, 2021.  The 
Investment Plan for the Real Estate 
Asset Class was to be discussed 
including the recommendation to 
increase diversification and a new 
commitment of $125 million to 
bring the program up to target 
allocation of 8% of portfolio.

Health Care:  Rosalie 
reported that Kaiser is currently 
administering covid-19 vaccines 
to members 75 and older, essential 
workers and skilled nursing 
facilities.  Kaiser has a phone 
number for this purpose:  866-
455-8855.   Also, county health 
departments are issuing vaccines 
and it is recommended to contact 
the county you live in to get current 
information and guidelines for 
scheduling.  Alameda County’s 
website:  covid-19.acgov.org/
vaccine.  Contra Costa County 
website:  cchealth.org/get-
vaccinated. 

Activities:  There was nothing 
new to report. 

Membership and Recruitment:  
Charo reported that as of January 
31, 2021, membership stood at 
3,907 members.  Charo also let us 
know that in the past month, 15 
or our members had sadly passed 
away.  

Administrative Staff Position: 
Charo suggested revising the 
REAC Membership sign up card 
to include a space for the retiree’s 
email address.  By doing that, 
REAC would eventually have 
the email address for all REAC 
members that wanted to provide 
that information, which would help 
facilitate contacting them in the 
future. 

Nominating Committee 
Report:  The members of the 
Nominating Committee continue 
to recruit for new board members.  
Alicia Baptista has contacted 
Paul to let us know that she is 
interested in submitting her request 
to be a board member.  Also, 
Joyce Richardson was present at 
this board meeting and will be 
encouraged to be a board member.

REAC News:  The next REAC 
News will include information 
about the need for additional Board 
members.  It will also include 
information regarding the COLA 
increase and reminders that 1099s 
have been mailed out.  It will 
also include COVID-19 vaccine 
updates.

New Business:  The Annual 
Meeting is March 8, 2021 at 9:30 
am.  Board members were asked to 
recruit members for this meeting.  
Twenty REAC members, other 
than Board members, are needed 
for this meeting.  There was a 
request to forward the names of 
potential attendees to Charo.  She 
will keep track of the first 20 
members, who will receive a $25.00 
Safeway Card.

Consideration of 2021 Goals and 
Objectives will be continued to 
the March meeting and Paul will 
recirculate the 2020 Goals and 
Objectives.

Old Business:  There was no old 
business to report.

For the Good of the Order: 
There was nothing new to report.

Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by Renaye Johnson  

for Paul Reeves, Board Secretary

Next Meeting:   

March 8, 2021, 9:30 a.m.  (Monday)
Annual Meeting and Board 
Meeting
Zoom Video Conferencing 
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Keeping Members

Informed
View all important COVID-19 updates at
1stunitedcu.org/status
Federally insured by NCUA

Congratulations On Your Retirement

ALCANTARA, Blesilda
Auditor-Controller

ELLIOTT, Charlie
General Services Agency

EMBRY, Annabelle
Alameda Health System

FARRUGGIA, Cary
Non-Member

FLORES, Manuel
Health Care Services Agency

GARCIA, Julia
Health Care Services Agency

GEE, Nancy
Health Care Services Agency

GEROW, Karen
Public Defender

GONZALEZ, Martha
ACERA

GREEN, Catherine
Superior Court

GROVER, Saroj
Alameda Health System

HARRIS, Larry
General Services Agency

HERRERA, Ted
Alameda Health System

JERENE, Margaret
First 5

JOHNSON, Helen
Public Works Agency

LAFARGUE, Craig
Alameda Health System

LEE-ESPINOZA, 
Aracelia
Alameda Health System

LIN, Mark
Superior Court

MARGRAVE, Wynston
Social Serivces Agency

ROBINSON, David
Alameda Health System

SARGENT, Shawn
Sheriff ’s Office

SCHLEGEL, Edward
Sheriff ’s Office

TUTTIE, Ann
Alameda Health System

WILLIAMS, Cassendra
Social Serivces Agency

ACERA Senior Workshop: Avoiding 
Scams in Today's Unpredictable World
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 • 10am – 11:30am • Zoom

Sign-up for email alerts:  
www.acera.org/subscribe

REGISTER AT ACERA.ORG/SCAM

• Learn about a myriad of scams
• Learn how not to be a scam 

victim

• Presented by Cheryl Poncini, Alameda County Deputy 
District Attorney, Elder Protection Unit

• New COVID scams you should be aware of
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The surviving spouse of a member is eligible for REAC membership. To enroll, send an email to 
reacwebsite@gmail.com.

In Memoriam
In deepest sympathy to the family and friends of the following retirees:

ADAMS, Evelyn
Non-Mbr Survivor of  
Colonel Adams
11/29/2020

ALBOUZE, Marge
Non-Mbr Survivor of  
Achille Albouze
11/14/2020

BERNARD, Ronald
Non-Mbr Survivor of  
Dorothea Bernard
11/7/2020

BIONDI, David
Probation Department
12/20/2020

BUTTS, Eara
Alameda Health System
12/4/2020

COLLIER, Larry
Sheriff ’s Office
11/30/2020

DIMMER-CUTRERR, Betty
Alameda Health System
12/15/2020

HEICK, Dorothy
Non-Mbr Survivor of Robert 
Heick
12/8/2020

HIGGINS, Joan
Non-Mbr Survivor of Patrick 
Higgins
12/15/2020

KARSTENS, Mildred
Social Services Agency
11/26/2020

LEBLUE, Jessie
Alameda Health System
11/21/2020

LYLES, William
Sheriff ’s Office
12/8/2020

MAC FARLANE, Fred
General Services Agency
11/15/2020

MAGGY, Bradley
Human Resource Services
11/12/2020

MOORE-HICKS, Dorothy
Alameda Health System
12/3/2020

NUTTING, Anna
Alameda Health System
8/22/2020

O’NEIL, Alicia
Alameda Health System
12/28/2020

PICOU, Patricia Ann
Superior Court
11/6/2020

RICHARDS, Marilee
Social Services Agency
11/21/2020

ROUS, William
Non-Mbr Survivor of Anna 
Rous
11/23/2020

SCHNAYER, Irving
County Administrator
12/3/2020

SHELHAMER, Marjory
Non-Mbr Survivor of James 
Shelhamer
11/20/2020

SHIPLER JR, Glenn
Assessor’s Office
10/4/2020

SULLIVAN, Nancy
Sheriff ’s Office
11/20/2020

TAKASHIMA, Michie
Assessor’s Office
12/20/2020

TIBBETTS, Brian
LARPD
12/7/2020

TUNGOHAN, Leonito
Superior Court
11/20/2020

VALINTINO, Marilyn
Social Services Agency
11/29/2020

VICERAL, Marina
Alameda County
10/31/2020

WIEGARDT, Patsy
Non-Mbr Survivor of Alfred 
Wiegardt
10/30/2020

WIGGINS, Jo
Alameda Health System
11/13/2020

WYNN, Harry
Sheriff ’s Office
11/26/2020
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

REAC’S Mission
The purpose of the Retired Employees of Alameda County (REAC) is 
to promote the common good and general welfare of Alameda County 
retired employees, subject to the County Employees Retirement Act 
of 1937, by promoting the interests of its members throughout the 
community by means of social, political, and educational activities that 
advance the social welfare of such retirees.

Moving? Please fill out and mail this notice to the following address:
REAC, P.O. Box 302, Oakland, CA 94604

or e-mail reacwebsite@gmail.com
Name: 
New Address: 
City/State: 	Zip Code:
Date of Move:	Telephone:
Old Address: 
	1/2018

Also send change of address to ACERA:
Alameda County Employees’ Retirement Association (ACERA)

475 14th St., Ste. 1000, Oakland, CA 94612
Phone: 800-838-1932 or 510-628-3000

Select Option 1 for the Retiree Benefits Unit (health, vision, dental, etc.)

REAC Officers and Directors
• Acting President:
	Marian Breitbart.........................(510) 769-1604
• Vice President:
	Marian Breitbart........................(510) 769-1604
• Secretary: 
	Paul Reeves........................bongsaw@gmail.com
• Treasurer: 
	Suman Sharma.................suman775@gmail.com
• Directors: 
	Renaye Johnson..........................(925) 286-0716
	Liz Koppenhaver........................(510) 579-3319
	Connie Land......................landcon@comcast.net
	Rosalie Masuda..........................(510) 339-1307
   Mike Smart.....................mgsmart@comcast.net
• Directors Emeriti:
	Barbara Jean Hallisey	Steve Scheinman
	Emily Shea	Janet Waring	    	
	Jon Orellana
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